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Michaelmas to Michaelmas. The first is perhaps too early, but 1486-7 is a likely, and 1492-3 an almost certain, period for Cabot's presence in the town, and the omission of his name is as good evidence as a negative ever can be that he was not in business as a principal. The next detailed book is that of 1503-4, when he may have been dead.
There remains the less likely possibility that he was a master mariner, Here there are three names in the records which should be considered even if rejected- They are those of John Corbet, Johannes de Savot and Johannes Chavet1 Corbet is almost impossible as a corruption of Cabot. The seaman of that name appears frequently from 1485 to 1487 as the commander of a Bristol ship, the Michael, and he was evidently a local man, Johannes de Savot occurs in the previous reign, in a ledger of 1483, rather too early for any identification with Cabot. Moreover, he was in command of a Spanish ship, and was a member of a family of Fontarabia which had sent other representatives into Bristol. Johannes Ghavet appears only once, in June 1486, when he entered Bristol as master of a Spanish vessel of San Sebastian with cargo for John Jay and others. There is no fatal objection to identifying him with John Cabot, but the probabilities are against it. If the ship had come from Seville it might be argued that Cabot was working his passage from that port; but the lading included iron, which was produced only in North Spain. In all probability this "Johannes Chavet35 was one of the Savots of Fontarabia. I have printed these entries in case some connecting link should in future be found to render them more important. But in themselves they prove nothing, and we are left without any clue to Cabot's employments in his Bristol period. A century ago, it is true, the author of a history of Newfoundland made a definite statement that in 1495 John Cabot was employed on behalf of England in a negotiation with Denmark over disputes in the Iceland fishery, and that his success brought him into favour with Henry VII.2 No evidence was cited in support of this story, and none has since been discovered; Harrisse followed up the matter without result. We must reject it as an invented myth based on Cabot's connexion with Bristol and on Bristol's trade with Iceland. It is quite true that there were negotiations with Denmark at the time indicated, but it is very unlikely that a poor and humbly born foreigner would have played any part in them when substantial Bristol merchants were available to speak for their own interests. The history of maritime discovery is encumbered
1  No. ro> Customs entries.
2  L, A. Anspach, Hut, of Newfoundland^ London, iSig* p. 25, quoted by Harrisse, J. and S. Cabot) p, 40*
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